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wisdom would exercise the functions of these
prudent friends. The flowers of experience gath-
ered among neighbours would thus be utilised; as
also those which have grown in the gardens of
our minds. These cautions would often be like
the seeds which, carelessly flung upon the soil,
produce beneficent trees. Amid the intersecting
roads the pathway of our safety would be easily
found. Thanks to the seeds which have been
scattered, our minds will grow*

Adapted to the understanding of juvenile
brains, these delightful precepts of wisdom might
easily increase experience before maturity. These
maxims would be dissolved in the youthful minds
as foods easily assimilable are mingled with our
organism. Repeated to satiety, they would" be-
come an integral part.

There are undoubtedly books of maxims, of
aphorisms, or of detached thoughts. But the
idea which guides these is rather that of amusing
or of shocking our imagination. We do not take
their instructions seriously. This anxiety to
instruct, usually absent in authors, is still more so
among those who read their works.

VIII. Breviaries, as we conceive them, will be
true manuals of life. Their contents, chosen
with method and discernment, should be engraved
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